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From Monday, August 5th trough Thursday, August 8th 1974 CBS Evening News Reports on the Watergate 
investigation 
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there's the CBS Evening News with Roger Mudd substituting for vacationing Walter Cronkite and in 
Washington dan Rather Fred Graham Bruce Morton Phil Jones ice Siemens in Miami Edie ray bowl in 
Huntsville Texas Bob Simon in Cyprus and Richard Threlkeld in Denver Colorado good evening the Nixon 
presidency is virtually being overtaken by events tonight one of mr. Nixon's Senate leaders Griffin of 
Michigan and his chief House Judiciary Committee defender Wiggins of California both asked for his 
resignation the President himself admitted he has lost his impeachment fight in the house that he has not 
always given the public the straight story on Watergate and that he withheld from his lawyers and the house 
committee certain damaging information dan Rather reports the president made public three transcripts of 
meetings with his former chief aide HR Bob Haldeman all June 23rd 1972 this was six days after the 
Watergate break-in three days after an earlier discussion of Watergate with Haldeman the tape of which has 
been mysteriously erased and one week before John Mitchell was dismissed as presidential campaign 
manager this is the first time the contents of these June 23rd 1972 tape recordings had been made known 
outside of the White House with the new transcripts the President issued a written statement of his own in it 
he acknowledges that what the transcripts say is as mr. Nixon puts it at variance with what he told the 
American people on other occasions in this regard the president acknowledges that he has known this since 
last May thus he acknowledges that he is known for three months with his own lawyers his defenders in 
Congress and the American people didn't know mr. Nixon apologizes for this express his deep regret that it 
happened says he did not intend for it to happen whether this new revised presidential statement becomes 
the so-called smoking pistol proving clear-cut guilt or merely as the president put it today a potential problem 
mr. Nixon in effect 
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potential problem mr. Nixon in effect leaves to the United States Senate to decide for in his new statement 
the president concedes that he will be impeached probably by the House of Representatives and try by the 
Senate correspondent Fred Graham will have precise examples of the differences between what the 
president said before and what the new transcripts show later in this broadcast in his personal statement 
accompanying the new transcripts today the president says quote | recognize that this additional material | 
am now furnishing may further damage my case especially because attention will be drawn separately to it 
rather than to the evidence in its entirety the president ends his written statement by saying again direct 
quote | am firmly convinced that the record in its entirety does not justify the extreme step of impeachment 
and removal of the president | trusted as the constitutional process goes forward this perspective will prevail 
end of quotation CBS News was told tonight by two sources who declined to be identified that chief of White 
House staff Alexander Haig has been talking directly with Mississippi's Senator James Eastland and that 
Eastland had told Haig the prospects for the president's case in the Senate just now do not look good the 
White House indicated this story was not true in its entirety Eastland contacted by CBS News said | never 
told Haig anything approaching that Dan Rather CBS News the White House the June 23rd 1972 White 
House conversation is only one of many ordered released by the Supreme Court but it is a crucial one for it 


occurred so soon after the Watergate break-in Fred Graham reports now on the so-called presidential 
variances acknowledged today President Nixon's basic defense on Watergate was first laid out in detail in a 
long statement he issued on May 22nd 1973 in that statement the president said this about his order that the 
FBI goes slow in investigating the Mexican laundering of money found on the Watergate burglars | was 
advised that there was a possibility of CIA involvement in some way it was certainly not my intent nor my 
wish that the 
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not my intent nor my wish that the investigation of the Watergate break-in or of related acts be impeded in 
any way in the transcript released today HR Haldeman tells President Nixon just six days after Watergate 
Haldeman now on the investigation you know the Democratic break-in thing we're back in the problem area 
because the FBI is not under the way to handle this now is for us to have Walters call Pat gray and just say 
stay the hell out of this then hauled him and explained that the problem was that the FBI was tracing some of 
the money back to the committee to re-elect the president and its chairman Maurice fans mr. Nixon it isn't 
from the committee though from Stan's Haldeman yet is directly traceable then last April 29th when mr. 
Nixon announced his decision to make public the edited White House transcripts he said the following and 
these folders that you see over here in my left are more than 1,200 pages of transcripts of private 
conversations | participated in between September 15 1972 and April 27 of 1973 with my principal aides and 
associates with regard to Watergate as far as what the president personally knew and did with regard to 
Watergate and the cover-up is concerned these materials together with those already made available will tell 
it all today the president admitted that this was untrue he said he was speaking from memory which was 
mistaken and that as a result quote those arguing my case as well as those passing judgment on the case 
did so with information that was incomplete and in some respects erroneous this was a serious act of 
omission for which | take full responsibility and which | deeply regret President Nixon's statement today said 
that he has no way at this time of being certain that other mistakes in his prior statement will not 
subsequently come to 
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statement will not subsequently come to light but he said he has no reason to believe that this will happen 
Fred Graham CBS News Washington reaction on Capitol Hill to the president's statement that he had 
withheld information from the Congress was quick and angry Bruce Morton reports | really not prepared at 
this moment to make any comment at all are you considering resigning prisoners lawyers Jo st. Claire and J 
Fred buzz art brought the news first to the house and then the Senate no commenting reporters questions 
saving their explanations for meetings with what had been the president's hard core defenders but the hard 
core turned hot and angry as molten steel three who fought for the President on the Judiciary Committee for 
instance Charles Wiggins of California the president personally agreed to certain acts the purpose and intent 
of which were to interfere with the FBI investigation of the Watergate break-in these facts standing alone 
Wiggins said are legally sufficient in my opinion to sustain at least one count against the president of 
conspiracy to obstruct justice | have reached the painful conclusion that the President of the United States 
should resign failing that the president's career must be terminated involuntarily Delbert laughi of Ohio we're 
going to have to do some rethinking this was evidence that was withheld from us this is part of an obstruction 
of justice Charles Sandman of New Jersey it certainly changes my vote this is devastating a key undecided 
Republican barber Conable of New York it's tough to put your loyalty in in someone who abuses it and | think 
that's the way many Republicans are going to feel early Senate Republican whip Griffin of Michigan 
suggested the president resign we're both the national interest and his own interest will best be served by 
resigning it's not just his enemies who feel that 
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it's not just his enemies who feel that way many of his best friends and | consider myself one of them believe 
now that this would be the most appropriate course needless to say this would be an awesome very difficult 
decision for him to reach but | believe that he will see it that way too after learning of the conversations 
released today Griffin said he was disappointed that the president's decision to stay seems irrevocable the 
impact of today's events will take time to measure but it seems clear already that President Nixon's fight to 
avoid impeachment in the house is dead and his chances to survive a Senate trial are increasingly uncertain 
Bruce Morton CBS News Washington today's explosive Watergate developments occurred as Vice President 
Ford was returning from another of his trips around the country Phil Jones reports the Vice President was in 
New Orleans when the Camp David activity started ask at the time if he had any idea of what was going on 
the vice president's up said no he didn't but he wished he did as one aide put it we are as tuned in as we 
usually are but he said don't forget the president didn't tell us in advance that he could die a phlebitis when 
he was in the Mideast so why would you think he would keep us informed now the vice president returned to 
his office this afternoon where he has been since he has not met with the president according to his press 
aide but a few moments ago he did issue the following statement says Ford | have not listened to the tapes 
nor have | read the transcripts of the president's conversations with mr. Haldeman without knowing what was 
said in the context of it my comets would serve no useful purpose and | will have none indeed | have come to 
the conclusion that the public interest is no longer served by my previously expressed belief that on the basis 
of all the evidence known to me and the American public the president is not guilty of any impeachable 
offense under the constitutional definition of treason bribery or other high crimes and 
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treason bribery or other high crimes and misdemeanors mr. Ford continued to say there are no precedents to 
guide me on this except my conscience and | refuse further comment at this time Phil Jones CBS News 
Washington as part of its impeachment evidence the House Judiciary Committee had 19 White House tapes 
today other members of the House began listening to those tapes Connie Chung reports about half of the 
House members trickled into four rooms donned earphones and for the first time listened to five White House 
tape recordings 19 conversations will be played and replayed from morning until night all this week members 
emerged with different reactions Democrat Benjamin Rosenthal said the cover-up comes through you can 
sense it Republican Jack Edwards said he heard nothing to change his position against impeachment 
undecided Democrat David Bowen said he was left with a more sympathetic impression of the president's 
words but undecided Republican Frank Horton had a different view I'm appalled at the attitude of the people 
that are talking the language that's used the manner in which things are expressed in the presence of the 
President to that extent is damaging and | also think that some of the information that's contained in the 
tapes is very damaging with regard to the question of impeachment tomorrow the March 21st tape in which 
the president discussed hush money payments were run repeatedly almost every hour of the day Connie 
Chung CBS News Washington rumors that the president might resign brought fluctuation to the stock market 
today at the end of the day the Dow Jones Industrials were up almost eight points volume on the New York 
Stock Exchange was 11 and a quarter million shares the average price per share was up 23 cents on the 
New York exchange 3 cents on the America butter's in New York this is the CBS Evening News with Roger 
Mudd substituting for vacationing Walter Cronkite and in Washington Robert Pierpoint George Herman Dan 
Rather Bernard cow 
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George Herman Dan Rather Bernard cow Garry Shepard in New York Foster Davis in Los Angeles Terry 
Drinkwater in Yorba Linda California and bill Plante in Sioux City lowa good evening the Republican Party 
today gave up on Richard Nixon its leader in the house John Rhodes reversed himself and announced he 
will vote for impeachment article 1 all 10 of the president's defense on the House Judiciary Committee 
abandoned him and John tower of Texas estimated that most Republican senators now favor the president's 
removal the President himself however is stonewalling it telling his cabinet he will not quit Robert Pierpoint 
reports from the White House the cabinet meeting was hastily convened vice president ford for example had 
to cancel a noon speech to attend and rumors spread throughout the city that the president was preparing to 


resign but when reporters and photographers were called in for a brief glimpse before the session started 
president nixon seemed in good spirits and all else appeared normal afterward as an unusually large crowd 
of people gathered at the White House gates reporters swarmed around emerging members of the cabinet 
who said the president intends to stay on and wants them to do likewise the foreign policy of the United 
States has always been conducted and will be continued to be conducted on a bipartisan basis in the 
national interest and in the interest of world peace and this will be our attitude and we will do it the president 
expressed the firm resolve and not have this tragedy of Watergate obscure not only the accomplishments of 
the past of our resolve and solving all the problems the future and that's what we cabinet members intend to 
do just to continue to work on the problems that face our country everybody's staying off there's a lot of work 
to do he threw a Senate trial he's going to go through the constitutional puzzles if 
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through the constitutional puzzles if you gotta go through and | quote from the trial | assume that what though 
he thinks Tector win in the fence here going to see what happens when our time comes Jimmy bun and 
hoping that he's going to come out alright he can see the possibility that he might be convicted in the Senate 
you know until not at all he did not privately however one cabinet member was overheard declaring the jig's 
up and others in the official family indicated they feel that it's no longer a question of if but when the president 
departs presidential spokesman Gerald Warren confirmed that Sunday at Camp David President Nixon had 
discussed the option of resignation with some of his aides and Warren himself would no longer categorically 
rule resignation out Robert Pierpoint CBS news at the White House Republican National Chairman George 
Bush put out a statement late today advocating neither resignation nor impeachment but commiserating with 
those who had in good faith defended the president in the House of Representatives the talk was 
considerably more harsh bruce morton reports house republicans in droves today said the president should 
resign or that the house should hurry up and impeach him or both one measure of the president's fall 10 
judiciary committee republicans voted against all the articles of impeachment all 10 will now vote for the 
article charging obstruction of justice over Watergate | feel let down that is a member of the Judiciary 
Committee | was in a position of having to do battle and not have all the evidence we ask | did for direct 
evidence and he gave it to us he's admitted it and there in any way you can defend admission that type my 
head clients lied to me and that's not infrequent and in the back of my mind | guess | always knew something 
like this could happen although I had no reason to think it would | am now have completed 
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think it would | am now have completed that last gap that | said | would do if the evidence were available it is 
available so I'm prepared to vote to impeach the House Rules Committee approved television coverage of 
the impeachment debate today amid embarrass jokes will there be a debate could we impeach the president 
by unanimous sent without a single member objecting Republican leader John Rhodes added his voice to 
the impeachment chorus the principles no personal whether he be rich or poor black or white ordinary citizen 
or president is above the law cover-up of criminal activity and misuse of federal agencies can neither be 
condoned nor tolerated and as long as we adhere as a nation to this principle our nation will remain great 
and strong after meeting with Democratic and Republican leaders House Speaker Carl Albert refused to 
move up the start of the impeachment debate set for August 19th but did say it would be shortened perhaps 
four or five days instead of two weeks this is one of the most important things we've ever done in this house 
and we are not going to have any summary operation plenty of Republicans will still argue the president's 
case on the other two articles of impeachment but on Watergate mr. Nixon's friends are very few one still 
loyal is conservative Indiana Republican Earl landgrave who said today I'm sticking by my president even if 
he and | have to be taken out of this building and shot Bruce Morton CBS News Washington if the 
president's chances of surviving an impeachment vote in the house are close to zero the odds of his acquittal 
in the Senate are probably not much better but most senators still hope the trial will never reach them 
George Herman reports while Democrats largely maintained a discreet silence Republicans voiced their 
agony to news men and to each other after they met behind closed doors for 
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after they met behind closed doors for lunch John tower of Texas emerged to say that in his opinion a 
majority of Republican senators feel the president should resign in the national interest of their view is that it 
would be best for the country regardless of the outcome of an impeachment trial they feel that it would be a 
wrenching experience that perhaps would would produce a leadership gap of a weakened president and that 
the country is better served by by resignation that's their rationale Tower says the Republicans feel the 
president's too does not understand the hazards of a Senate trial and they'll try to get word to him after a 
cooling-off period of two or three days Senate Republican leader Hugh Scott missed the meeting and he 
declined to give his own feeling has been that as a member of the leadership | should not embarrass any of 
them without prior consultation and soft-spoken George Aiken Dean of the entire Senate spoke for a number 
of his Republican colleagues when he refused to issue a direct call for the president's resignation I'm not his 
advisor in fact | can't recall having monaster advice in any of this matter but if he should resign it would of 
course bring a big sigh of relief up here on the hill one final indicator of the rapid erosion of support for the 
president Republican Howard Baker who repeatedly asked witnesses of the Watergate hearings what did the 
president know and when did he know it expressed particular distress at yesterday's revelation of the early 
presidential use of the CIA calling that a stunning disclosure said Baker | know now some of the things the 
president knew and he knew them a long time ago George Herman CBS News Washington the choice for 
President Nixon seems to be narrowing to an impeachment trial 
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be narrowing to an impeachment trial with a high risk risk of conviction or voluntary departure from the White 
House more on this from Dan Rather if the president continues to insist upon a son at trial and the Senate 
votes to remove him from office mr. Nixon would receive no pension and could be forced to face civil and 
criminal charges in the courts if he resigns he would receive $60,000 a year pension for life plus up to 96 
thousand dollars a year in allowances for staff salaries and office expenses plus free office space for himself 
and his staff for the rest of his life mrs. Nixon should she survive her husband under these circumstances 
would receive a $20,000 a year pension for the remainder of her life there are differing opinions as to 
whether Congress can legally pass a special law exempting the president from court prosecution should he 
agreed to resign the Senate Republican whip Robert Griffin today suggested such a law members of the 
president's staff have explored at least tentatively the possibility of getting such a law passed quickly if mr. 
Dixon agrees to resign or having a gentlemen's agreement with Congress and with Vice President Ford that 
the president if he resigns would not be pursued in the courts the president's Senate friends reportedly 
indicated they believe they could get such a gentleman's promise if mr. Nixon agrees to resign soon they are 
reported to have warned that the longer he waits the more difficult it may become to make such an 
arrangement there is one other possibility mr. Nixon could take advantage of the relatively new 25th 
amendment to the Constitution and without giving up the presidency temporarily turn over to the vice 
president the day-to-day operation of the executive branch in effect take himself off of the line this 
amendment was adopted primarily to take care of a case of a president becoming seriously ill but there's no 
requirement that the president be hospitalized before invoking provisions of the 25th amendment mr. Nixon 
is said by his staff quoting his doctors to be in excellent health and to not even have considered the 
possibility of the 25th amendment his official position as of today is he will risk a Senate trial up to the 
moment of actual conviction by the Senate should his case come to that the 
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Senate should his case come to that the president retains the option of resigning and collecting that pension 
dan Rather CBS News Washington in announcing the release of the latest taped transcripts President Nixon 
said some of the remarks would be at variance with some of his comments of the past Fred Graham has 
examined some of those variances it was not until March 21st - this year did | receive new information from 
the White House Counsel that led me to conclude that the reports | had been getting for over nine months 
were not true on that day | launched an intensive effort of my own to get the facts and to get the facts out 


until yesterday President Nixon's basic Watergate defense repeated innumerable times was that he didn't 
know about the cover-up until John Dean told me about it on March 21st 1973 that basic defense seems to 
have been demolished by the disclosure that the president ordered his aides to impede the FBI's Watergate 
investigation for the stated purpose of concealing the fact that the burglars were paid with Nixon campaign 
funds under the law interfering with an FBI investigation can be obstruction of justice a felony but almost as 
damaging are other disclosures in that June 23rd conversation Ravine a pattern of lies and distortions by mr. 
Nixon and his men about Watergate | knew that the Justice Department and the FBI were conducting 
intensive investigation decided and sister that they should the white house counsel John Dean was assigned 
to monitor these investigations and particularly to check him to any possible White House involved but the 
transcripts show that six months before HR Haldeman told the president that Dean was in on the cover-up 
Haldeman John Dean analyzed very carefully last night and concludes concurs now with Mitchell's 
recommendation that the only way to solve this and we're set up beautifully to do it that the way to handle 
this now is for us to have 
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handle this now is for us to have Walters call Pat gray and just say stay the hell out of this mr. Nixon insisted 
he knew nothing of John Mitchell's involvement could you tell us sir why you did not ask mr. Mitchell what he 
knew for the very simple reason that when | talked to mr. Mitchell and | saw him often in that period that | had 
every reason to believe that if he were involved if he had any information to convey he would tell me but the 
transcripts show that six days after Watergate the president was told about Mitchell's role President Nixon 
well what the hell did Mitchell know about this Haldeman | think so | don't think he knew the details but | think 
he knew all the one has denied under oath any role in the cover-up | had no personal motivation to cover up 
anything because | had no personal involvement and | knew the president had no involvement but the 
transcripts show that Haldeman was in the thick of things on June 23rd Haldeman now on the investigation 
you know the Democratic break-in thing we're back in the problem area because the FBI is not under control 
and you seem to think the thing to do is get them to stop President Nixon right fine it's being asked why did 
the president make public such damaging transcripts CBS News has been told that James st. Clair the 
president's lawyer threatened to resign unless mr. Nixon released the transcripts and stated that mr. st. Clair 
had no knowledge of the untruths in the president's earlier defense in his own book six crises President 
Nixon wrote of the Alger Hiss case as follows hiss a lawyer himself had made the fatal mistake no client 
should ever make he had not told his own lawyer the full truth about the facts at issue Fred Graham CBS 
News Washington the controversy about Secretary of State Kissinger role in the wiretap of government 
officials and reporters from 1969 to 71 was seemingly resolved today by the Senate Foreign Relations 
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by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Bernard Cao reports two months ago in Austria secretary 
Kissinger threatened to quit unless his name was cleared of charges relating to wiretapping the public 
deserves to have confidence if that condition cannot be maintained | cannot perform the duties that | have 
exercised and in that case | shall turn them over immediately to individuals less subject to public attack 
Kissinger requested the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to reopen the issue after a series of meetings 
the committee has expected voted today to give Kissinger the reaffirmation of support that he had saw 
chairman Fulbright saying that had we known last September when the committee approved kissinger's 
nomination as secretary what we know now we still would have confirmed a fusion it arose out of the 
distinction which made between the ridges between setting up a probe or trying to find out the source of 
leaks and then the carrying out of the program and in the course of that program he did you the names and 
you kids possible for you without reference to the program to say initiated but he did not in my opinion initiate 
the program State Department officials say secretary Kissinger is gratified with a report that there is no 
longer any reason to consider resignation and he will not resign Bernard Cal CBS News Washington the 
stock market fluctuated today almost in syncopation with developments regarding the president's future the 
Dow Jones Industrials closed up more than 13 points volume on the New York Stock Exchange was fifteen 


million eight hundred thousand shares the average price per share gained 42 cents on the New York 
exchange nine cents on the American Garry Shepherd has more on today's stock market activity stock 
market analysts say the market opened sharply higher because investors were anticipating the 
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because investors were anticipating the president's imminent resignation during the first half hour of trading 
the Dow Jones Industrial Average had soared more than 25 points but when the emergency cabinet meeting 
at the White House ended and word reached the trading floor that the president would not resign there was 
immediate heavy selling and the 25 point gain was cut in half 1 Wall Street analyst explained the movement 
this way psychologically the possibility of resignation of an early resolution to the Watergate question would 
remove a significant weight overhanging the market fundamentally it would allow Congress to go back to the 
legislative business at hand perhaps even including discussion of what to do about inflation stock market 
analysts point out that the Dow Jones Industrial Average has declined about 300 points during the past 19 
months of the Nixon administration and that investors would be happy to see a new face in the White House 
Garry Shepard CBS News New York as one of the president's defenders during the house impeachment 
hearing California Republican Charles Wiggins won general applause even from those who opposed his 
position but yesterday after the president pulled the rug from under him Wiggins switched Harry Drinkwater 
visited California's 25th congressional district to get an idea how the switch sat with the voters | am prepared 
to conclude that the Magnificent public career Richard Nixon must be terminated involuntarily it was an 
agonizing decision for the congressman wants to keep defender of the President on the Judiciary Committee 
and as the news came out of Washington last night there was shock here in this conservative Republican 
stronghold where the congressman is certain of reelection the house where President Nixon was born is in 
congressman Williams district and here in this neighborhood as elsewhere in Orange County you get the 
feeling that the strong support for the president is fading at Joe's barber shop host 
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is fading at Joe's barber shop host everyone was talking about Wiggins Nixon and impeachment today the 
random non-scientific sampling we took indicates many Republicans agree with their congressman | think did 
a masterly job with defending him in the Judiciary Committee and | don't see any other course you can take 
now what are your own political views for years well I've been Republican and voted this refers to ticket for 
ever since have been an a dog | think the man should resign and that we should get with it as far as the 
government is concerned of we've been standing still do you think the president should resign no | don't think 
| do not think so you feel about the congressman congressman Wiggins changing his views right there well | 
feel that he should have waited a little longer late the whole situation at the congressman's Home Office 
headquarters today the calls were running better than two to one supporting Wiggins demand that the 
president resigned Wiggins said it was with great reluctance and deep personal sorrow that he split with the 
president and in this district with Richard Nixon himself once represented as a young congressman it 
appears that that reluctance that sorrow are shared by a growing number of Republican faithful Harry 
Drinkwater CBS News Yorba Linda California another Judiciary Committee defender of the president who 
now has abandoned his anti impeachment position is Wiley main of lowa bill Plante visited Maine's home 
district in lowa's 6th congressional district the economy as agricultural were farmers of the district and the 
people of Sioux City it's population centers have elected Republican Wylie main to Congress for four terms 
but his margin has been slipping in 1972 Richard Nixon had a 62% plurality here main received only 52 
percent Maine's role as a member of the Judiciary Committee hasn't made things any easier he stayed with 
the president all the way but after 
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with the president all the way but after Richard Nixon's admission of yesterday while he Maine announced 
that he too would vote to impeach in Sioux City today some unscientific random samplings reveals little 
disagreement with Maine's change of heart | think he's going to change the mind some time ago the way he 


handled his his votes the way he spoke to the on television | think it will hurt his election chances up until 
yesterday | kind of think he was right today | think he's wrong right now do someone fact I've gathered 
watching television and meeting Miss papers in July the congressman excels that has the only body that a 
film could mate main faces a close race this year and Woodbury County Republican chairman Manny 
Baucus voiced the hope that voters would understand Maine's position he has now learned that there is 
direct evidence and is willing to vote for impeachment and | think that this he's done in good conscience and 
he was always acting in good faith previously damaging as the new evidence may be to the president it may 
very well prove a help to staunch presidential defenders like congressman Wylie Maine helping to shift the 
burden of unpopular decision in an election year bill Plante CBS News Sioux City lowa that's the news this 
Tuesday night I'm Roger Mudd CBS News good night shooting for vacationing Walter Cronkite and in 
Washington ten rather Phil Jones Bruce Morton Lesley Stahl Fred Graham Bob Simon in Cyprus Chris 
Kelley in New York and Charles Kuralt on the road tonight in San Antonio Texas good evening the capital of 
the United States was seized today by resignation fever it was brought on by the continued seclusion of the 
president by increased resignation pressure from Senate Republicans by less than ironclad 
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Republicans by less than ironclad denials from the president's spokesman and by a series of crisis meetings 
between Ford and Haig between Ford and Rhodes and between Nixon Scott Goldwater and roads at days 
and the president seemed to be shifting dan Rather reports from the White House the president tonight is 
reconsidering whether to resign step aside temporarily or SEP tight while fighting impeachment to the end no 
one at the White House can be found who expects any decision to be announced tonight some of the 
president's aides told CBS News today that there would be an announcement before the end of the week 
one said the announcement probably would come tomorrow there was no official confirmation a number of 
the president's own aides said privately they do expect him to resign but others including William Timmons 
rosemary woods and Stephen bull denied that resignation is imminent as for reports by the Providence 
Rhode Island bulletin and Phoenix Gazette newspapers saying flatly that the president has decided to resign 
White House press office spokesman said officially only that they would not confirm and a such reports in 
late afternoon presidential chief of staff Alexander Haig and news Secretary Ronald Ziegler went to the 
president's private office next door to the White House in the atmosphere of expectation and tension there 
was a momentary rush of confusion as reporters besieged presage Tom to care to find out what was going 
on he didn't know minutes later the President and Ziegler emerged from mr. Nixon's private office walked into 
the White House and the president went into a meeting with Republican congressional leaders Senate 
Minority Leader Hugh Scott and senator Barry Goldwater plus House Republican leader John Rhodes met 
with the president in his Oval Office CBS News had been told that three Republicans had with them for 
presentation a draft of a sense of the Congress resolution designed to grant the president immunity from 
both civil and criminal prosecution if he would step down but senator Goldwater as he appeared with his 
congressional colleagues on the White House lawn after the meeting denied that immunity had been 
discussed person Rhodes and Senator Scott and | have just concluded a visit 


00:36:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=sIHKGtOHWIY &t=2162s 





Scott and | have just concluded a visit with the president he invited us down this afternoon to disclose to him 
what we feel the actual conditions in the House and the Senate are relative to his situation we had a good 
thorough discussion | think | speak for my two colleagues when | say that we were extremely impressed with 
the uppermost thought in his mind which is that whatever decision he makes it will be in the best interest of 
our country there's been no decision made we made no suggestions we were merely there to offer what we 
see as a condition on both floors we have told him that the situation is very gloomy on Capitol Hill and that it 
is a very distressing situation we gave him further evaluations which | think ought to remain between 
ourselves did any of you recommend that he resigned no that subject didn't even come up person to stress 
that his decisions are made and will be made entirely in the national interest this employee the screw me is 
more cast what was this move to the gloomy forecast sir trial the president is in entire control of himself he is 


serene and he was most amiable and | assume that he simply accepted our evaluation since he had solicited 
our views just before nightfall Secretary of State Kissinger was seen coming into the White House the Nixon 
family spent some of the day gathered around the president the last official statement from 
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the last official statement from presidential spokesman is that they know of no change in the president's 
position that he plans to remain in office through a Senate trial day and rather CBS News the White House a 
variety of developments today added fuel to the resignation reports among them the activities of Vice 
President Ford Phil Jones has that story Vice President Ford and the president's chief of staff Alexander 
Haig are responsible for much of today's Washington confusion at Hague's request the vice president came 
directly to his office in the executive office building located across from the White House instead of going to 
have a routine breakfast with Republican congressional friends the meeting with Haig lasted for about one 
hour we are told that the two men exchanged views on the current situation however CBS News has been 
told that general Haig advised mr. Ford to get prepared for a transition of power later this morning Ford did 
make it to the Capitol to the office of House Minority Leader on roads as the vice president entered Capitol 
Visitor's after Ford had left congressman Rhodes told reporters that the session in his office had been a 
prayer meeting that the president's resignation had not been discussed asked if they had prayed for 
President Nixon Rhodes said no but he added it's a prayer group we we do this every hurried ever every 
Wednesday at 11:30 but any special prayers today well there were quite a few prayers yes it was certainly 
worth Ford returned to his office in the executive office building this afternoon where he remained all day he 
has reportedly not talked with a president he ate lunch in his office his favorite lunch of cottage cheese with 
ketchup on top and met with key aides the vice president is scheduled to leave tomorrow for an 11-day 
California Honolulu campaign business trip the word from his office at this hour is that trip is still on Phil 
Jones CBS News Washington although the focus of the Watergate 
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although the focus of the Watergate story right now is on the future of the Nixon presidency the court still are 
busy with other aspects of it the White House today turned over more tapes but said that some 
conversations covered by the Supreme Court ruling were never recorded and Texas lawyer Jake Jacobson 
pleaded guilty of bribing John Connolly Lesley Stahl reports deliver livery was unscheduled the last batch of 
Watergate tapes arriving in a silver gray suitcase with Secret Service escort the president's lawyer James st. 
Clair told reporters he had no knowledge of any plans for resignation st. Clair handed over all but nine of the 
31 conversations due today explaining that to the best of his knowledge seven were never recorded and two 
others have not shown up in an extensive search st. Claire told judge Sirica that seven of the unrecorded 
tapes were phone conversations from the president's residence where there was no taping system two 
others were of meetings at Camp David it did not appear that any of the tapes were missing under 
suspicious circumstances st. Clair was entirely conciliatory saying at one point anything that's reasonable will 
be pleased to do and he said the president has begun searching his own miles for any personal notes on 
Watergate in another courtroom today Texas lawyer Jake Jacobson pleaded guilty to a charge of bribing 
former Treasury Secretary John Connally Jacobson admitted that he gave Connolly $10,000 from a large 
dairy cooperative in return for Connolly's recommendation that milk price support levels be increased after 
plea-bargaining Jacobson agreed to testify against Connally and the special prosecutor agreed to drop an 
unrelated indictment for which Jacobson could have been sentenced to 35 years in jail now he faces a 
maximum sentence of two years Lesley Stahl CBS News Washington a resignation by Richard Nixon might 
resolve the problems that have overtaken his presidency but it might also create more problems for Richard 
Nixon personally Fred Graham has 
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Richard Nixon personally Fred Graham has that story as long as Richard Nixon is president he's immune 
from prosecution for Watergate related crimes so it seemed unlikely that he would resign without first 
obtaining immunity from prosecution this could come in any of four ways first Congress could pass a law 
granting him immunity but events seem to be moving too fast and many congressmen believe the law would 
be an unconstitutional intrusion by Congress into the authority of the judiciary second special prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski could ask a court to grant immunity in exchange for mr. Nixon's promise to testify there been 
no reports that this has been considered third President Nixon could pardon himself this has never been 
done and nobody has said mr. Nixon is considering doing it but an 1866 Supreme Court decision said the 
president's power to pardon is unlimited except from impeachments and fourth and apparently most likely 
Gerald Ford could become president and grant Richard Nixon a blanket pardon in advance against any 
Watergate prosecution but four would probably not act without the approval of congressional leaders 
because he's expressed disapproval of such deals if a president resigned his office before his term expired 
would his successor have the power to prevent or terminate any investigation or prosecution of criminal 
charges against the former president would he have the authority yes would he have the power | don't think 
the public would stand for but even if mr. Nixon was to get immunity in any of these ways several legal 
problems would remain he could be subpoenaed to testify in all Watergate related cases he could still be 
indicted by state or local prosecutors for any Watergate crimes committed in their jurisdictions although this 
would probably not happen it could be sued in civil cases by victims of wiretapping our other illegal 
governmental acts and he could be disbarred from the practice of law so even if President Nixon should 
leave the White House with full federal 
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leave the White House with full federal immunity he could be tied up in unpleasant and perhaps humiliating 
court proceedings for years to come Fred Graham's CBS News Washington on Wall Street today the 
average has continued to go up in anticipation of a change at the White House the Dow Jones Industrials 
closed up nearly 24 points volume on the New York Stock Exchange was 13 million 400,000 shares the 
average price per share gained 71 cents on the New York exchange 15 cents on the American 
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